' portance and the danger of denying it.” 
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form their characters ; they are furnished with all neces- 
ed sary means for doing so; their characters are actually 
REPLY TO MR. SCOTT. passing through various changes, from good to bad and from 
bias: bad to good, a3 well as constantly exhibiting various de- 
Rev. Sir,—There seems to be no necessity | grees of progress both in virtue and vice 3 while the mix- 
ef my noticing the introduction to your communi- ture of good and evil in them, together y*™: » triking cor- 
“cation any farther than it has been noticed in my |espondence in the dispensations of Providence towards 
‘address to the Readers of the Magazine, except stil a indicate a state of probation and not of retri- 
‘go far as to state, that although you think the ara : ; A 
length of your essays is prescribed, and seem to] Let us examine this. Mankind are here ap- 
complain on that account, yet, as you know, |Pomted to form their characters. Whether you 
this prescribed length is of your own choosing ;| here mean simply that men do form characters 
for you have been granted the use of so much of |!" this life, or that the purpose God had in view 
the Magazine, as you have'ever seen fit to ask | in giving them an earthly existence was solely 
for, viz. two pages for each communication.—- | that they might form characters, I will not say ; 
You think that the readers of the Magazine but I wish to notice what you say with respect 
would not be likely to become acquainted with | t the characters they form. 
the sentiments you advocate, unless your essays| ‘Their characters are constantly passing through va- 
are published. You are ignorant of the char- | rious changes from good to bad and from bad to good, as 
acter of Universalists, if you think they do not well as constantly exhibiting various degrees of progress 
read the writings of their opponents. And as to abt in ee and vice, while the mixture of good andevil 
the readers of the Magazine, they know that its vation ag ee 
columns, from the first namber, have been open| _ Do you not see that you here renounce two 
to every class of their brethren who differ from | doctrines for which your sect bas long contend- 
them in religious faith, and that the communi-\¢4? If there is a rane of good and evil in 
cations of such have repeatedly appeared. the characters of men, w nr becomes of the doc- 
You think that the doctrine of a future judg-| trine of total depravity ou the one hand, or of 
ment is one of those truths “ which aré most that of perfect sanctification on the other? And 


clearly revealed, and most explicitly taught inj if they are to be recompensed in the future 
the word of God.” This shews that even| state for their conduct in this life, how will you 
if the doctrine be an error, you most fully be-|™ake out an entire distinction, or difference in 
lieve it. You say further, that ‘in proportion| their condition in that world, taking your-own 
to the clearness of its evidence must be its im-| description of human character for th: criterion 
To| by which to determine the recompense? 

Now, Sir, tell me how the fact that men here 
form mixed characters proves that they are on 
probation for eternity? Does it prove that 
they are not punished and rewarded in this life ? 
I cannot discern that it affords a shadow of such 
proof. On the contrary you yourself say that 
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this I signify my assent, adding the remark, that 
according to your own position, if there be no 
evidence to prove it, it is utterly unimportant, | 
and that there is not the least danger in deny- 
ing it. 


purpose of shewing that God does not fully re- 
compense men in this world. I will therefore 
reserve any remarks | might offer upon the sub- 
ject, until I see what more you have to commu- 
picate. But I cannot refrain from noticing, 
while on this part of your essay, the manner in 
which you'quote a passage from Proverbs. **Be- 
cause I have frequently called during the time of 
your probation and ye refused, and have stretch- 
ed out my hand, and no man regarded; but ye 
have set at nought all my counsel, and would 
none of my reproof; | also will laugh at your 
calamity in the day of retribution, | will mock 
when your fear cometh as desolation, and your 
destruction as érresistibly as a whirlwind.” Is this 
the way in which Mr. Scott generally quotes 
this passage of scripture? All the words here 
printed in italic are his additions to the text.*— 
We learn from this that the scriptures as they - 
are do not answer his purpose, and that he him 
self thinks they do not so clearly prove a future 
retribution as they would if he could have the 
liberty of altering them. But what is more sur- 
prising than all this is, that he immediately ac- 
cuses the Universalists of *‘doing violence to the 
word of God.” Wonderful. not that he should 
misquote scripture, nor that he should accuse 
Universalists of doing it, but that these things 
should come: so close together. They are a 
pair of twins that do not honor their parents. 
Your next attempt is to prove thé doctrine of 
future retribution from the accountability of man. 
But if you, Sir, will re-examine the paragraph 
in which you make this attempt, you will per- 
ceive that you immediately slide off of the sub- 
ject of man’s accountability on to that of his 
probation, a doctrine I have already considered. 
You charge me seriously not to say, that the 
scriptures do not mention a state of probation or 


The first argument which you use to support 


‘this doctrine is founded upon the supposition 


that men in this state are on probation for the 
next state of existence. You say, “if mankind 


“are now probationers for eternal life, it will 


follow,” &c. This. hypothesis I cannot grant.— 
1 cannot believe, Sir, that He who clothes the 
lilies of the field with beauty, who feeds the 
fowls of the air, whose hand is opened to satisfy 
“the desire of every living thing,” and in whose 
sight even the hairs of our heads are numbered, 
would ever hazard the eternal welfare of his 


trial. I do not say it, neither is this the subject 
in dispute. The question is, are mankind on 
probation for a future state? Has God suspend- 
ed our interest in that world on condition of our 


there is ‘ta striking correspondence in the dis- 
pensations of Providence towards” the charac- 
ters of men; i. e. the dispensations of Providence 
correspond to the characters of men. If this be a ‘ of ou 
not your meaning, your words do not express it.| obedience in this? You say the doctrine is 
What becomes of the doctrine of future retribu-| clearly scriptural, and is contained in a thou- 
tion, allowing your statement to “be true? If; and places in the word of God. If it be so ma- 
there is in this life, a striking correspondence | BY times asserted, you will have no difficulty in 
in the dispensations of Providence towards the | bringing forward your texts in proof; but let 
characters of men, what more is needful in or-| Me request you, let me urge it upon you, as a 
der that men should be fully recompensed ?— thing of the greatest importance in connexion 


Bat if you mean by this expression, that the dis- | 
pensations of Providence towards men agree, 
with each other, that there is no difference, as 


own offspring, much less suspend it upon the 
¢ondition of man’s living holily in a world where 
he is unavoidably exposed to temptation, espe-| 
cially if he knew that some of his creatures 
would thereby be ruined forever. Is it possi- 
ble that you can believe this? The Almighty, 
was under no necessity of doing it; it surely | 
would be of no advantage to his creatures, nor’ 
¢an [ discover that it would in any wise benefit, 
or glorify him. Can you, then, assign any rea-' 
son why it should be done? [ take the ground, | 
that he never hazarded in any way the eternal 
interest of his creatures. 

How the reasons which you offer to prove 
that man is here on probation for a future state 
satisfied you, | cannot perceive. I will quote the 


to your descriptien of human character, it does 


ference as it is generally thought justice re- 
quires. For if, as you say, and as is manifestly 
true, there is a mixture of good and evil in the 
characters of men, there is not so much differ- 
ence between mankind as some have thought 
there was. 

You infer a judgment in the future state from 
what you call, “the partial display of the justice 
of God in this world.” You say God will fully 
reward the righteous and punish the wicked; 


God treats all men alike, I reply, that according | 


not appear that there ought to be as much dif-| 


“but he does not do this in the pr:sent world, as | 


with this controversy, to be sure your texts 
prove that man is in this world on probation for 
a future existence. This is your only object, 
and your eye should be kept upon it: for it is 
.in vain to quote texts which justly have another 
application. But to return to man’s accounta- 
bility. Suppose Ll allow what you contend for, 
and what indeed I am very willing to allow, that 
man is accountable to God, what will this prove 
in favor of a retribution in the future state ?— 
Nothing, except God cannot punish sinners in 
this world. | Adam was called to an account by 
God. Does this prove that he will be punished 
in the future world? Cato was called to an ac 
count. Was he not punished here? David was 
accountable to God, and so were Moses, Peter 
aud Paul. Does it prove that they must be pup- 


whole paragraph. 


«That the present is a state of probation appears from 
these considerations ;—mankind are here appointed to 


I shall shew in another place.” According to this 
|}you mean to call up this subject again for the 


| * Mr. Scott enclosed these words in brackets in re- 
viewing proof, after this communication was written, 


bs) 


ished in the future | 
answer in the negative. What good then 1s 
effected by referring to the accountability of 
wan? All men are accountable to God, and all 
uceording to your own statement are sinners ; 
why then do you not set up a principle which 
proves as much the future misery of all men as 
of any 2 1 would by no means cavil about the 
pame. If the doctrine of probation, as you hold 
it, is revealed in the scriptures, no matter by 
what name it is called, nor whether it has any 
name, the thing itselfis the object of inquiry. 
And if you will prove from the scriptures that 
your views of this subject are correct, I will 
embrace thetn as the revealed truth of God. 

| now advance, dear Sir, to the consideration 
of those passages of scripture which you quote 
in support of the doctrine of judgment and pun- 
ishment in the future state. In order to do this 
with the greater facility and concisevess, | shall 


a 


state. You yourself will| from the dead.” 
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Now observe, Sir, you quote 
this text to prove a day of judgment in the future 
world. In order for you to see that it 
affords no such proof, you have to ask yourself 
this question, Is it said that this judgment is in 
another state of existence? ‘Lhe moment you 
look for that one particular, you will see it is 
not there. ‘here is probably a strange asso- 
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an error, it is full te ine 
Save snelisi have said that the t fares 
are truth and error.” This statement is correct; 
and there are some plausible reasons in favor of 
that opinion. But J have preferred not to arlopt 
it, believing that the wheat represented the be- 
lievers in Christ, and the tares (he unbelieving 
Jews. With this explanation, let US Inquire, 


ciation in your mind between this passage and a what is there in this parable to prove a judg- 


judgment in the future state ; but this is all which 
induces you to apply it to the concerns of that 
state, for there is nothing in the text which so ap- 
plies it. 
ment in fif@future state, if you read it in con- 
nexion with the verse which precedes it, you 
will see that the Gentiles who lived before the 
\ay of Christ were not the subjects of that judg- 
ment. ‘And the times of this ignorance God 
winked at,” or overlooked, as it is in the Improy- 
| ed Version. The verb huperetdo occurs only in 


So far fom its proving a general judg-| pu 


-attempt such a classification of the passages as this place, according to Parkburst, and the true 
will enable me to dispense with the more pro-|sense of it is te overlook. Now if Paul meant 
fix manner of considering them all separately. | (hat this was such a judgment as you believe in, 


But before L enter upon this part of my reply, 


1 would\observe, that you appear almost totally 


ignorant of what Universalists have written in) 


relation to the texts which are usually produced 
againet them, Some. of the quotations you 
make are brought forward as though we had 
never read, nor considered them. Can you be 
ignorant of the fact, that the Universalists have 


why did he exclude from it the Gentiles who 
lived before Christ? These only who were 
commanded to repent were tobe judged: hence 
he assigns the then appointed judgment as 
‘areison why they should repent. ‘Vhe day 
which God appointed was the day, or time of 
_the Gospel Dispensation. You are accustomed 
_touse the word day in this sense, when you say, 


_ given as much attention to these subjects as to “Now is the accepted time, now is the day of 
any contained in the word of God? | think,!salvation,’ In the time of this dispensation 
(and it is a conviction Lcan by no means resist,)| God now judges, and when Paul spake, he was 
that our opponents are blameable for not mak-} about to judge,* or (as the word judge very fre- 
ing themselves acquainted with the arguments! quently signifies) to rule the world by Christ. 

_ of Universalists. It would be a very different ‘Chis is the great peculiarity of the New Dis- 
case, if they did not venture to decide upon the| pensation: It introduces a new order of things, 
subject. But they denounce us as errorists, to! by which the world is to be governed. The 
use Dr, Emmon’s favorite appellation; they are| prophets prophesied of the coming of the Mes- 

_even dogmatical in stating that we lead immor-jsiah as follows: “He cometh to judge the earth ; 
tal souls down to endless ruin, and sometimes he shall judge the world with righteousness and 
affect to wonder that we are either so bold, or the people with his truth.” Does not the very 
so blind. And yet these people are not in the, language shew that this judging is on the earth ? 
habit of reading what we offer in our own de-' You say this passage speaks of a set time for a 
fence, neither do they generally know the man- judgment. This you say because the word day 
ner in which we interpret the scriptdres. You is used. The expression, “Now is the day of 
yourself was once asked, Sir, by one of the’ salvation,” implies just as much a particular 
members of your church, whether he would be | time, and yet divines for hundreds of years have 
allowed to read Ballou’s Treatise on Atonement, applied it successively to the ages in which 
and you answered in the negative. After 1/they have lived. You think also that Paul 
heard of this, | spoke to you about it, and you! spoke of the time of judgment as future. Dear 
confirmed the statement. Is this right, Sir ?—/ Sir, does this prove it is now future ? The an- 
Does it not encourage people to answer a mat-| gel said to Joseph, “Herod will seek the young 
ter before they hear it? See Prov. xviii. 13.| child to destroy him.” This is spoken of as fu- 

' You have within a few months preached most) ture. Does it prove that Herod will seek to 
vehemently against Universalists, representing | destroy Jesus in the future state and that there- 
them by rubbish which it was necessary to re-; fore, He and his parents will flee into Egypt ?— 
move out of the way before the work of refor-) See note below. . 
mation could go on; and yet youare ignorant of; You next bring forward the parable of the 
the evidences which they offer in support of tares andthe wheat, recorded in Mat. xiii. 24-3u. 
their sentiments. If you ask how I know this, | | request the reader to turn to the parable, ra- 
i answer that I learn it from the very communi-| ther than to take up room to quote it. You 
cation te which | am replying. Almost every | think this is incontestable proof of a future judg- 
objection you have brought, has been answered ment.’ As our Saviour explained it, you add, 


in the very town in which you live within the 
last two years. Can you and your brethren, as 
honest, sincere christians, satisfy yourselves 
with such conduct? These things hurt not us, 


‘it would be the extreme of rashness to attempt 
\giving to his words a meaning different from 
that they obviously bear.” This I readily 
grant, and it shews that if the common opinion 


Sir; but those only who do them. 

As you have advanced very little that is new, 
I shall be under the necessity of repeating ar- 
gaments which have already been p 
which I now solicit your most candi 


* ‘sParkhurst on the word mello, says, that it signifies, 


. |* with an infinitive following, to be about to do a thing, 
ublished, to | futurus eum.’ 
d attention. | 


** Because he hath appointed a day in the which he lto be. in Enplish? * : 
will judge the world in righteousness by that man) savin’ In ta Truth ms pene a espe cr 
whom he hath ordained ; whereof he hath given) = : ; 186. ibe 

ussurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him | 206. 


Uni- | 
versalist Magazine, Vol. V. pp. 183, 190, 196, 198, | 


ment in the futare state? 1 can see but three 
things which even the most ignorant person in 
biblical knowledge would bring forward for this 

rpose. mt 
1. The tares are east into a furnace of fire. 
Can. this be in the present state? Take your 
Bible and turn to the following passages. Deut. 
iv. 20. 1 Kings viii, 51.. Jer. xi. 4. Ineach 
of these passages you will find.the land of Egypt 
called a furnace. So.Jerusalem, on account of 
the punishmeats and afflictions which the Jews 
suffered in it, is also, by the sacred writers, r 
presented by a furnace... Isa, xxxi. 9. Ezek. 
xxii. 18—22, Pay particular attention to the 
last mentioned, and you will see that wicked 
men were thrown into a furnace, and blown 
upon there in the fire of God’s wrath, melted as 
silver, and brought to know that God bad pour- 
ed out his fury upon them,—and all this in this 
state of existence, 

2. It may be said, the Son of man was to send 
his angels, and they were to gather out of his 
kingdom all things that offend, &c. Have angels 
ever been in this world to accomplish this? In 
reply, ail tbat is necessary to say is, the word 
angel frequently signifies a human messenger. 
See Rev. ii, 1,8, 12,18. iii, 1,7, 14. 
Dr. Adam Clarke on Rev.ii. 1. . 

3. The events figured in the parable are said 
to take place at ‘the end of the world? Thia— 
expression you yourself say, “clearly marks 
these events as future.’ Dear Sir, excuse me if 
I say youreason very carelessly. See Heb, ix. 
26, ‘Now orice, in the end of the world, hath he 
appeared, to put away sin by tbe sacrifice of 
himself”? If your argument have the least 
weight, the sacrifice of Jesus Christ is yet fu- 
tare. The sentence is the same in Greek and 
English. Your favorite commentator says, the 
end of the world is ‘the conclusion of the Jewish 
dispensation.” See | Cor. x. 11, where you 
find tele ton avonon, the ends ef the worlds, This 


is what you call “incontestable proof of a future 


judgment.” If all your incontestable proof is- 


like this, yonr doctrine stands on very preca- — 


rious ground. Dr. Clarke more than half gives” 
up the application of this parable to the futare 
state, by allowing that it has primary reference 
to the end of the Jewish polity. 
The passage which you next’ 
is Jobn v. 28, 29, “Marvel not at this: for the 
hour ts coming, in the which all that are in the 
graves shall hear hts vowee, and shall come forth ; 
they that have done good unto the resurrection of 
life, and they that have dune evil unto the resurrece 
tion of damnation.” | will vot endeayor “to 
evade the force of this passage,” but fo ascer- 
tain its real meaning. Is it not evident, if our 
Lord here meant a resurrection to the future 
state, that he took a very singular method to 
introduce his sui ject? ‘The hour is coming 
and new is, when the dead shall hear the voice 
of the Son ef God.” Would this lead his hear- 


Dr. Campbell, on Mat. iii, 7, says,|€TS to suppose, thatshe was going immediately 
~ r ja guetlon, often means, not only future, but near. ‘Vhere { to speak to them of v 
The first text you produce is Acts xvii. 31, 1s just s ich a difference between estai and mellei estesthai| ture state ? 


in Greek, 2 there is between if will be, and it is about | 


resurrection into the fu- 
There is nothing between this 
verse and the 28th, which indicates a change of 
subject, neither does any thing follow the 29th, 
which shews thai Christ had spoken of a resur- 


{rection into another state of existence. Yoo 


See also | 


bring forward : 


1 


*) 


~~ 


a 


fh « 


+ 


. erchetai hora, rendered the hour cometh, occurs. 


'Dhis you shew in the following manner: 


_ in Sa state ef holiness and happy life ?” 
allow, Sir, that a person dead iu sin can in any 
“way be raised to damnation. 


_ surrection, there is no evidence of such a re- 
_-gurrection in the Bible.” 


“ing to prove 


' nor in the 15th chapter of Paul’s first epistie to 


What is as surprising as any thing is, you call 


} - 


» rection,-and the judgment consequent upon it, 
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Suppose he spake tautologically, unless the re-|. 
surrection spoken of in the 29th verse apply to 
‘a future state. But this is very far from being}. 
‘the case. ‘There is a very essential addition to 
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| A TRACT. 
The Christian Almanack for 1827, contains a 


tion is all there is in the passage which you de- 
“pend en to prove z future retribution, How 
‘then can you justly call it, “ridiculous tau- 
tology” ? be) aye 

But the ‘absurdity of saying, that the resur- 
rection spoken of in the 29th.werse is figura- 
tive, “strikes the eye,” you say, ‘at once.”— 


The following is the piece: 


“In one of our principal seaport towns a sailor was re- 
ecntly employed, who was so shockingly wicked and pro- 
fane, that his employer was tole, ‘If he got him, he would 
i 


get the devil.” The ship sailed. His turn came to watch 
on deck, it was a clear, beautiful night. The ship was 
riding proudly along. The crew were asleep. Nothing 
was heard, save the dashing ef the waters, and the rustling 
; P : iy of the cordage, As he sat gazing on the bright moon and 
“If the death which precedes the resurrection here be 8 | stars, he thought of the past, of the fature, of Goa. At 
death in sin, it will, follow that the resvrreetion rust be | length he happened to think of a tract which had been 
ge ; Py, hi we P 3 mn tees : 
to a state of holiness and huppy life, ang not unte ‘dam- | given him, and which he put in his pocket without read- 


mation.””? ...», “s Vee ae 3 : 
: Ys i git, Taking it from his pocket, he-beganto spell it 
a have no doubt you thought this argument out by moon light. He read it—reflected uponit. A 
was sound. If, in fact, it be sownd, no person} consciousness of guilt rushed upon his mind. The har- 


dened son of the ocean began totremble, He had braved 
tke tcrrors of storms and tempests, but he could not brave 
the terrors of a guilty conscience. His soul withered and 


dead in sin can be raised except it be “to a state 
" of holiness and happy life.” Thea, in the name 


; of common At ah ad what wary ria ill a sinner sunk. He prayed, trembled—-wept. He dragged out his 
_ever get into a future state? In what other days in the agonies of dispair. By night he walked the 
_ condition caa any person appear there, except) deck and rolled on his couch in wakeful horrer! There 
if you | was no Bible to direct hirn to the way of life. There was 
none to tell hina of Jesus. ‘There was no christian friend 
to whom he conld open the'sorrows 6% his soul. He con- 
tinued through a long voyage with all his horror and agony 
pent upin his own bosom. At length he returned to this 
land of Bibles and chvistian instruction.. In one week af 
ter his return he was brought to. rejoice in the liberty 
wherewith Christ makes us free. The once hardened and 
impious tar, now sits at the feet of Jesus clothed and in 
his right mind.’’ 


Your argument 
has no force. 
You assert that “if this is not a literal re- 


r This is yeur as- 
sertion, which you have made without attempt- 
it, and, as such, it deserves 
no notice. Can you see no evidence of man’s 
resurrection in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 


On reading this story, the following queries 
arose in the mind. 

1. Is this a fact, ora parable? Is it true, is 
it consistent? Is it christian? Is it scriptural? 
A tract, which did not tell the distressed sailor 
of Jesus, nor of the Bible to guide him in the 
way of life. 

2. Did the man think the sailon was a fallen 
angel, when he told his employer, that he would 
get the devil? aes 

3. How happened it, that one sailor stood 
watch alone, on board of a ship, while the crew 
were asleep? 

4. How many bright stars appeared, at the 
same time the bright moon shone, so that the 
sailor, could read the tract ? 

5. Who took the helm, when ‘dashing wa- 
ters and rustling cordage, was heard,” while the 
sailor was spelling his tract by moon light, and 
the crew asleep ! 

6. How happened the hardened tar to think 
of God, before he read the tract, when he was 
spelling the past and future, from the lesser 
light of nature ? 

7, What was written in the tract, which af- 
fected the sailor's mind? Nothing about Jesus. 
Nothing about the bible, nothing about the way 
of life. No christian instruction. For the story 
says, that there was none to tell him of Jesus. 
Could it be a gospel tract that did not make 
known the way of life? What was it better 
than a tormentor; which caused, ‘agonies of 
dispair, a withered sinking ‘soul, and wakeful 
horrors day and night, throughsa long voyage?” 
his trembling terrors, his prayers and tears not- 
withstanding. 

8. Had the trembling sailor died on his long 


the Corinthians? Your faith must rest on very 
uasolid ground, if you have no other foundation 
for it than what the passage in question aflords. 


on me to “observe that the time of this resur- 


are yet future” Does it prove because it was 
future when Jesus spake, that it is now future ? 
Are you satisfied, Sir, with this argument? ° 
if we can determine what time is referred to 
in the phrase, the hour zs coming, the controver- 
sy with respect to this passage of scripture is at 
an end. What better way can be adopted 
whereby to ascertain than to compare the sense 
which the expression bears in other texts. A 
judicious writer on this text bas brought to- 
gether all the passages in which the phrase 


‘Besides the 25th verse, in which its sense is evi- 
dently, connected with the then present time, 
see John iy. 21, 23. xvi. 2, 25, 52. Here you 
have all the passages in which the phrase oc- 
ours, and they are all from one writer. I hope 
“you will take the pains carefully to examine 
them. Does the expression in either of these 
instances refer to the period of the general re. 
surrection? No Sir, in neither. Then if you 
let the evangelist explain his own meaning, it is 
decided that this passage has reterence to the 
time of the end of the Jewish dispensation.— 
‘The primitive import of the Greek anasasis, 
yendered resurrection, favors the application of 
the text to the coming, forth of the believing 
and unbelieving Jews, the former to life and 
the latter to the judgment of that age. ‘These 
facts weigh so heavily oa my mind, that I think 
it unnecessary to say more at present. See 
‘Universalist Magazine. Vol. vii. 103, 105. 
(To be Continued.) 
‘THomas WRITTEMORE. 
NOTICE. 
The Rev. John Bisbe of Hartford, Con. will preach on 
exchange with Rey. Hosea Ballou of this city, on the third 
and fourth Sabbaths of the present month. 


he read the tract, trembled—and prayed? Was 
not this tract like the thieves who. wounded the 
man at Jericho, and left him half dead; or like 
the priest and levite who passed by on the oth- 
er side, without affording him any relief? 

9. And was not the christian instruction, 
which he received, ip one week, after his re- 


a a a 


voyage, must he not have died in dispair, though | 


turn, of more advantage:to the sdilor, than the 
tract on a long voyage? And were not chris- 

tians more merciful than God, to whom the ~ 
sailor had prayed to, and trembled before, 


the discourse in the 29th verse, ard this addi-| short piece, entitled the “Utility of Tracts.”—, through a long voyage? 


10. Would it not be desirable to have tracts, 
circulated, which contained the way of life, as 
revealed in the Bible, by Jesus? Gospel tracts, 
which contained glad tidings of great joy to all 
people? If the ministration of condemnation 
had some glory, the ministration of righteous- 
ness and life, exceeds in glory. The former is 
done away, the latter remains. According to 
the best light we can get, respecting this tract, 
must we not conclude it was of the letter which 
killeth, but not of the spirit which eve t 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


MISSIONS. 


We have an account in the Christian Almanack 
for 1827, of the success attending Missionaries, 
in the Society Islands, in the Pacific Ocean.— 
The writer calls it a statement of facts. If it 
be so, it is very important, indeed. At the close 
of the piece, an appeal is made to his humane 
readers. He asks, 

“Ts it not humane to alleviate such sufferings and shock- 
ing barbarities—- such floods of vice and wretchedness, as 
have for centuries rolled over the Pacific Islands, and are 
now breaking with unabated violence, on half the werld?”? 


Lanswer yes. It is humane, and also divine. 
{fhumane creatures ought to do all in their 
power to help their fellow men ; then their 
Maker ought toset them an example, and do alt 
in his power to help his own dependant off- 
spring, from that state of vice and wretchedness, 
in which they are, under his divine providence 
and government. Mankind can do but little, 
yea, nothing without’God’s help, but through his 
strengthening them they can do all things, which 
he wishes to have done. Our trust ought to be 
more in God, than in man. Man ought to do his 
duty. But because professed Christians in A- 
merica did not send Missionaries to the Islands 
of the Pacific, fifty years ago, is the blood of 
the heathen souls to be required at their hands ? 
Are the heathen to be endlessly miserable, be- 
cause American christians were not able or 
willing, to send them missionaries in ages past ? 
Does the God of heaven, suspend his salvation, 
upon the faithfulness of mankind ten thousand 
miles apart ? 

The writer asks, “Is it not praiseworthy, to 
elevate men from such depths of ignorance, and 
moral degradation, and give them the light, 
motives, principles, comforts, joys, and employ- 
ments of refined and cultivated life ?” 

l answer yes. And it is praiseworthy in God, 
as well as in man. And will the blessed God 
loose the praise of giving his dependant crea- 
tures, those blessings which he only can give ? 
| Men can be only instruments in God’s hand in 
igiving the above named blessings. If God gives 
power and motion to the instrument, the work 
will be accomplished, 

‘The writer appeals to men and christians, 
and asks, “tare you not bound to love your neigh- 
bor as yourself?” and how can you better man- 
ifest this tove, than by aiding an object which 
is doing so much to adyance the cause of hu- 
man happiness? Is it not a sacred duty you owe 
to the charch, and to Christ, to assist in-extend- 
jing the blessings of that swlvation which he puv- 
chased with his own blood ito the wnillions, wire 
know not God?” 
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no, yes. And ask, how can God 
better manifest his love to the works of his 
hands, than by granting that power and grace, 
which no one else can give, to subdue, cleanse, | 
and save their souls, and prepare them for the 
service and enjoyment of himself? Cannot God | 
gave as many of his creatures as he pleases | 
Will any perish whom he has determined to} 
save? Can men save any whom God abandons?) 
Does a God of perfect knowledge and goodness, 
introduce intelligent creatures into being, and 
leave them to endless misery 

The writer seems to think, that all humane, 
worthy and christian people, will not neglect 
the salvation of the wretched millions of man- 
kind. So L’seem to think, that a wise, good, 
and pewerful God, will not leave any of his de- 
pendant offspring to endless wo. 


Nore. Probably, the writer of the piece, referred to 
above, professes to believe the orthodox doctrine of Cal- | 


I answer, agai 


vinism, in the following article of his creed. ‘‘That God} 


hath, before the foundation of the world, chosen a certain! 


number of men for salvation, without the least foresight } 


of faith, good works, or any conditions performed by 
the creature ; and thus he was pleased to ordain all oth- 
@rs to dishonor and wrath, and interminable sufferings to 
the praise of his vindictive justice.’’ 

Now I would ask, Do such orthodox missionaries, or 
rather Calvinistic preachers, believe that any thus chosen 
of God, will ever be endlessly miserable, even if they 
should never hear them preach? Ordo they expect to 
save any of those ordained to dishonor and wrath? 8.T.| 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


On the Death of a Young Lady. 


Happy spirit fled away, 

‘To the blest abodes of day 
Here no longer, chain’d below 
Yo the flesh in pain and woe, 


Pleasant was thy death cold face, 
Image of thy heart of grace, 
Sleep thy body in the dust, 

Till it rise among the just. 


we be zealously affected in a good cause.” 


, ca 
\spective duties. . 


‘as you may be enabled. 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


cred cause you have espoused,” “He that is 
faithful” says our Saviour, “in that which is least, 


is faithful also in much.” Paul, also, exhorts to 
have a“zeal according to knowledge ; and Hes 
t 
must be agiven point, that the system is of infinite 
importance as involving our temporal and eter- 
nal destiny ; it displays the true character and at- 
tributes of Jehovah ; the character and offices 
of the Saviour of all men ; and our own charac- 
ter, as the offepring of God; thus to maintain a 
cause sv emphatically great, good and glorious ; 
a cause in every view the most consummate, let 


us then not rest satisfied by a simple notice of, 


the following means for its promotion, but in fact, 
and ind@ed, carry them into full and complete 
execution. 

ist. Those of you who are not already form- 
ed into a religious society according to law, do 
it without delay, although the number be small, 
for, thereby, it will undoubtedly prove a focus, 
a rallying point, to which, believers of like pre- 
cious faith will naturally resort. 

2d. Are you organized, see that all proper 
and efficacious means are adopted to promote 
its growth and stability ; have all the necessary 
officers as required by law and those who are 
pable, and will faithfully perform their re- 


3d. Be punctual in attendance at all society 


|meelings warned for the transaction of business | 


—let each one remember, that his own personal 
interest is at issue. 
only one or two members some important meas- 
ure, proposed for the well being of the so- 
ciety may be defeated, or a proposition great- 
ly injurious, may from the same cause’ be adopt- 
ed. In the multitude of counsellors there is 
safety. 


4th. By no means fail of supporting the wor-. 


ship, and administration of the word and ordi- 
nances of God’s house, for such a term of time 
In this particular, | 
most earnestly request, that you be not parsimo- 


Probably by the absence of 
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meanor witness your devotion. In doing thus, 
the assemblies will be enlarged, ministers en- 
couraged, and their hearts expanded, your- 
selves inspired with more zeal, your souls invigo- 
rated and your knowledge advanced. Promote 
the art and practice of sacred music, that pleas- 
ing and animating part of divine worship. E£n- 
deavor to instruct and edify each other, by friend- 
ily conversation, according to the different gifts 
| wherewith God has endowed you; remember- 
‘ing the command to “let your light shine,” 
Those whom the Lord hath been pleased to en- 
able, eught to purchase and loan to the poor and 
destitute, all the publications that may have a 
he cause. ats 
* * £ k kM Om 
Awake from your slumbers, from an undue at- 
tachment, to the vain customs and maxims of 
this fluctuating world; lay aside an inordinate 
love, a despotic adherance to riches and honors, 
well knowing their precarions tenure, their delu- 
cive, facinating charms. May we learn wisdom 
from our opposing Brethren, although in some 
instances their plans and schemes are reprehen- 
isible, yet, many of their efforts, as to obtaining 
| their object, are justifiable. No pains, no 
privatiens, are wanting when necessary.— 
Charches, are built, Ministers hired, various so- 
cieties are constituted and upheld; with their 
redundant ramifications, and in short, whenever 
‘money is called for in any way or manner in 
furtherence of their schemes, it is apparently, 
Are these things 
so? Let facts reply. Brethren, we trust you 
have been, by the goodness of almighty God, 
| called out of darkness into the marvellous light 
| of the gospel ; can you then be so ungrateful to 
‘him as to omit, even one exertion indispensable 
to its continued progression? So we fear the 
‘consequence. We have good reason to fear, 
that the great canse will at least linger, and 
| you be left to return to the beggarly elements 
from which you have been set free. And it is 
| Painful to add, this. sad result will be to the joy 
and exultation of those who have long since de- 


bearing ont 
* 


i 
} 


{most cheerfully furnished. 


Here no more will she complain, 
Of her sickness, cough and pain, 
Here no more will she repine, 
Because she can’t her will resign, 


nious; having a deep sense of its great olility.| sired, prayed, and prophesied, for its ruin and 
Pay your Minister liberally, bearing constantly | extermination. Can you call in question these 
in mind that he has, or may have, a family near! plain simple yet momentious truths? Facts bot- 
and dear, whose wants he must supply; and that tomed on reason and the nature of cause and ef- 
you ought not to stop at relieving his more im- | fect on the sacred oracles, propriety, our daily 
mediate of daily calls, but be convinced of the! experience, and on those innate principles and 
fact, that he must be laying by something for fu-' emotions which constitute our very existence ? 
ture exigencies, when misfortune, or the infirm- [f the above are facts, why not carry these pro- 


Borne on angels wings above, 
Join’d to spirits full of love, 

Watted to the world of light, 
Praising God in glory bright. 


ities of age, may render him incapable of further | 


posus into immediate and prompt execution ?. 


Mourning friends should weep no more, 
But a righteous God adore, 

Walk Christ's way and run the race, 
Trusting in Almighty grace. 


Youth in bloom are seen to fade, 
And through death’s cold waters wade, 
Follow now, young friends the wise, 


Lay up treasures in the skies, Ss. T 


a aa aa ae. = 
TO ALL BELIEVERS IN THE 
ABRAHAMIC FAITH. 


$C P'The following extracts from an article with the 2- 
bove title, published in the Gospel Advoeate. printed 


services. 
Gee. * 81S RM | ~ HH 

6th. Erect a proper house for public worship. 
In this case give not grudgingly ; bearing con- 
stantly in mind, that what is thus bestowed, will 
be appropriated to the best of purposes. ~—That 
by this, with the sacred truth, therein exhibited, 
will be maintained a cause, indescribably good ; 
a cause of great magnitude, producing cerdials 
the most invigorating ; food the most nutricious, 
and which will at that solemn period, “when 
heart, and flesh shall fail” afford a hope, a so- 
lace to+the soul, to which, nothing else is com- 
parable. ~ Likewise the house thus built, and 


at Baffalo, N. ¥. are recommended to the attention of|the truths therein elicited will be a most valua- 


our readers. 


I shall take for granted, that you are firm and 
wnwavering in the belief that “God sent his Son 
Jesus into the world to save sinners,” for, if you 
are only nominally such, every argument noticed 
in this communication will be in a manner pull 
and void. The position I shall attempt to prove 
will be, “that you are under imperious obligation 
to do, and perform in every shape, all in your 
power for the promotion, and support of that sa- 


ble legacy to leave for your family. Let the 
question be constantly on your minds “how ef- 
ten do we spend our money for that which is 
not bread, and our labor for that which satisfi- 
eth not.” 
* 2 * 
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Be punctual in every circumstance, in respect 
to your attendance on the solemnities of the 
sanctuary. Let no trivial excuse be made; be 
at church in season and when there let your de- 


Let each one put the qnestien home to the con- 
science and | am sure what the answer will be. 
‘Then arise forthwith simultaneously to the great 
work ; let not one wait for the other, but each 
one act for himself, and the all important object, 
with the divine blessing, wiil be fully and com- 
letely secured. 

Although this communication is addressed to 
all the Brethren indiscriminately ; yet there 
ae a goodly number to whom it.is not applica- 

e. 

Finally Brethren, “be perfect, be of good 
comfort, be of one mind, live in peace, and the 
God of peace, shall be with you.” Erdstvs. 


On Monday evening last, by Rey. Mr. Ballou, Mr. 
Robert ‘Vaylor to Miss Elizabeth Wenthworth. 


In Salem, by Rev. Mr. Stetson, Mr. John F. Hall te 
Miss Elvira Boynton. 


DIED IN THYS CITY, 


On the 25th. ult. Mr. Nathaniel Richards, aged 58. 
In Rehoboth, Mass. on the 23 ult. ElderThomas Sim- 
gare ee 104 years, 5 months, 16 days, - 
n Franklin, Mass, on the 7th ult. Dea, J it. 
) ing, aged 93, cy, i 


